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Concise  Guide
Java SE 8 represents a significant milestone in Java's evolution, and Cay Horstmann's
"Java  SE  8  for  the  Really  Impatient"  provides  a  remarkably  efficient  pathway  to
mastering its core features. This book isn't just a reference; it's a fast-paced tutorial
designed  for  experienced  programmers  looking  for  a  quick,  effective  introduction  to
Java 8's key enhancements. This article delves into the book's strengths, explores its
core  content,  and  examines  its  value  for  both  seasoned  developers  and  those
transitioning  from earlier  Java  versions.  We'll  cover  key  topics  such  as  lambda
expressions,  streams,  and  default  methods,  examining  how  Horstmann's
approach  makes  learning  them  significantly  easier.

Understanding the Book's Approach and Benefits
Horstmann's approach in "Java SE 8 for the Really Impatient" prioritizes brevity and
practical application over exhaustive detail. This makes it ideal for developers who
already possess some programming experience and need a focused introduction to
Java 8's new features. Instead of lengthy explanations and theoretical background, the
book dives straight into the core functionalities, providing concise code examples and
explanations. This pragmatic approach offers several key benefits:

Rapid Learning Curve:  The book's concise style allows readers to quickly
grasp essential concepts and begin applying them in their projects. This is a
significant  advantage  for  developers  facing  tight  deadlines  or  wanting  a  rapid
introduction to Java 8.
Practical Focus: Each chapter centers on a specific feature, providing practical
examples and demonstrating its application in real-world scenarios. This hands-
on approach facilitates a deeper understanding of the concepts compared to a
purely theoretical approach.
Clear and Concise Explanations: Horstmann's writing style is known for its
clarity and directness. The book avoids unnecessary jargon, making it accessible
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even to developers unfamiliar with Java's intricacies.
Effective  for  Experienced  Programmers:  The  book’s  focus  on  practical
application  makes  it  particularly  beneficial  for  experienced  programmers  who
already understand fundamental programming concepts and want to quickly
learn Java 8's specific additions.

This book excels in providing a fast track to understanding and using the major Java
SE  8  features:  lambda  expressions,  streams,  and  the  enhancements  to  the
collections framework. These are crucial for modern Java development and provide
significant improvements in code readability, efficiency, and conciseness.

Key Features Explored in "Java SE 8 for the Really
Impatient"
The book systematically covers the most important features of Java SE 8. Let's delve
into some key areas:

### Lambda Expressions: Functional Programming in Java

One  of  the  most  significant  additions  to  Java  8  is  the  introduction  of  lambda
expressions.  These  concise  anonymous  functions  enable  functional  programming
paradigms, leading to more readable and maintainable code.  Horstmann expertly
explains the syntax and semantics of lambda expressions, providing clear examples to
demonstrate their usage. He emphasizes their role in simplifying code that previously
required  anonymous  inner  classes,  significantly  improving  code  brevity  and
readability.  For  example,  instead of  writing  lengthy  anonymous inner  classes  for
simple tasks, you can now use lambda expressions, making your code cleaner and
more efficient.

### Streams: Efficient Data Processing

Java 8 introduces streams, providing a powerful mechanism for processing collections
of  data  efficiently.  Streams  enable  declarative  programming,  allowing  developers  to
express what they want to achieve rather than how to achieve it. Horstmann clearly
explains  the  different  stream operations  (filtering,  mapping,  reducing,  etc.)  and  how
they can be chained together for complex data transformations. This section provides
practical examples demonstrating the power and efficiency of streams in manipulating
large datasets, a common task in many modern applications.

### Default Methods in Interfaces

Prior to Java 8, interfaces could only contain abstract methods. The introduction of
default methods allows interfaces to provide implementations for methods, enhancing
flexibility  and  avoiding  breaking  changes  when  adding  new  functionality  to  existing
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interfaces. Horstmann clearly explains the implications and usage of default methods,
highlighting their benefits for evolving APIs and maintaining backward compatibility.

The Book's Target Audience and Overall Value
"Java  SE  8  for  the  Really  Impatient"  is  a  valuable  resource  for  several  target
audiences:

Experienced Java Developers: These developers will appreciate the book's
concise and focused approach, allowing them to quickly grasp the core features
of Java 8 without wading through extensive introductory material.
Developers Migrating from Earlier Java Versions:  This book acts as an
efficient bridge, enabling a smooth transition to Java 8's new features.
Programmers  Familiar  with  Functional  Programming:  The  book’s
emphasis on lambda expressions and streams will resonate with programmers
already experienced in functional programming paradigms.

The  book’s  value  lies  in  its  practicality  and  efficiency.  It's  not  a  comprehensive  Java
textbook, but it provides a highly effective route to mastering the key features of Java
SE 8, making it a worthwhile investment for anyone who needs a fast and practical
introduction to this important release.

Conclusion
"Java SE 8 for the Really Impatient" successfully delivers on its promise of a rapid and
effective introduction to Java 8. Cay Horstmann's concise yet informative writing style,
coupled with numerous practical examples, makes this book an invaluable asset for
any developer needing a quick and efficient route to mastering the key features of this
pivotal Java release. Its focus on lambda expressions, streams, and default methods
allows developers to quickly integrate these powerful features into their projects and
enhance  their  coding  skills  significantly.  The  book's  brevity  is  its  greatest  strength,
providing a concentrated dose of essential knowledge, perfectly suited for developers
who value efficiency and practicality.

FAQ
Q1: Is this book suitable for complete beginners in programming?

A1: No, this book assumes a prior understanding of core programming concepts and
Java  basics.  It's  designed  for  programmers  already  familiar  with  object-oriented
programming and who need a quick guide to Java 8's new features.

Q2: Does the book cover every aspect of Java SE 8?
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A2:  No,  it  focuses  on  the  most  significant  additions  in  Java  8  –  lambda  expressions,
streams,  and  default  methods  –  providing  a  targeted  introduction  rather  than
comprehensive coverage of the entire platform.

Q3: Are there exercises or practice problems in the book?

A3: While the book doesn't contain formal exercises, the numerous code examples
serve  as  practical  demonstrations,  allowing  readers  to  actively  engage  with  the
concepts and adapt the provided code snippets for their own use.

Q4: How does this book compare to other Java 8 tutorials?

A4:  Unlike  many  lengthy  Java  8  tutorials,  this  book  prioritizes  conciseness  and
practical  application.  It's  ideal  for  developers  seeking  a  quick  and  efficient
understanding  of  core  Java  8  features,  unlike  more  exhaustive,  slower-paced
alternatives.

Q5: Is the code in the book up-to-date with the latest Java versions?

A5:  The  core  concepts  covered  remain  relevant,  even  with  later  Java  versions.
However, minor syntactical changes or additions introduced in subsequent versions
might not be reflected.

Q6: What are the prerequisites for effectively using this book?

A6: A solid foundation in object-oriented programming and prior experience with Java
are recommended. Some familiarity with functional programming concepts is also
helpful, though not strictly necessary.

Q7: Is the book suitable for learning Java 8 for Android development?

A7:  While  the  book  doesn't  specifically  target  Android  development,  understanding
Java  8  features  like  lambdas  and  streams  is  highly  beneficial  for  improving  Android
app code efficiency and readability.

Q8: Where can I purchase "Java SE 8 for the Really Impatient"?

A8: The book is widely available online through major book retailers, both in physical
and ebook formats. A quick search on Amazon or other online booksellers should
easily locate it.

Deconstructing Cay Horstmann's "Java SE 8 for the
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Really  Impatient":  A  Deep  Dive  into  Concise
Learning
Learning  Java  can  appear  like  scaling  a  treacherous  mountain.  Many  beginners
experience frustration navigating its elaborate landscape. However, Cay Horstmann's
"Java SE 8 for the Really Impatient" presents a unique approach, transforming the
learning  experience  into  a  quick  and  effective  effort.  This  paper  explores  into  the
volume's format, emphasizes its main characteristics, and explains why it's a precious
asset for anyone desiring to quickly acquire a solid comprehension of Java SE 8.

The book's power lies in its  conciseness.  Horstmann doesn't  meandering through
superfluous details. Instead, he centers on the core concepts and applicable usages of
Java SE 8, rendering it suitable for individuals who want to rapidly turn proficient. The
author's  writing  is  clear,  straightforward,  and  straightforward  to  grasp,  even  for
individuals with little prior programming background.

The volume methodically treats core topics such as:

Data Sorts and Symbols: Horstmann offers a concise but exhaustive overview
of Java's elementary data structures and the manner they are processed. He
clearly  explains  the  variations  among  primitive  and  object  kinds,  avoiding
complex language.

Order Mechanisms:  The book productively explains flow mechanisms like `if-
else` statements, `for` and `while` loops, and `switch` statements. He employs
straightforward examples to reinforce grasp.

Object-Oriented  Programming:  Horstmann  shows  the  essential  ideas  of
object-oriented  programming,  including  classes,  objects,  inheritance,  and
polymorphism. He separates down complex concepts into manageable chunks,
making them available to even though novice programmers.

Lambda  Declarations  and  Streams:  Java  SE  8  unveiled  significant
enhancements with anonymous statements and streams. Horstmann allocates a
substantial  section  of  the  book  to  these  powerful  capabilities,  offering  useful
demonstrations and explanations. He directly demonstrates how they simplify
script and enhance clarity.

Exception Control: The text covers error management in a lucid and effective
style. Comprehending error control is essential for constructing reliable and free
applications.

The text's emphasis on practical uses renders it exceptionally helpful. Students don't
only given with theoretical data; rather, they participate with numerous real-world
demonstrations and problems that consolidate their understanding.
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In conclusion, "Java SE 8 for the Really Impatient" by Cay Horstmann is a outstanding
accomplishment in technical writing. Its compact yet thorough coverage of Java SE 8's
essential  characteristics  makes  it  an  invaluable  resource  for  anyone  desiring  to
speedily master the language. Its practical approach and clear writing method assure
that readers leave with a strong basis in Java programming.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1: Is this book suitable for complete newcomers to programming?

A1: Yes, while some fundamental computer science familiarity is beneficial, the book's
lucid manner and gradual approach allow it accessible to those who with little earlier
programming background.

Q2: Does the book discuss the newest Java versions?

A2: No, this text centers on Java SE 8. For additional recent Java versions, you would
require to refer to other materials.

Q3: What renders this text unique from different Java tutorials?

A3: Its attention on conciseness and practical demonstrations sets it distinct from
numerous alternate tutorials that can grow unnecessarily extended and abstract.

Q4: Where can I obtain this book?

A4: The text is extensively available online and at various major retailers.
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