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The D20 Modern Menace Manual
isn't just another supplement; it's
a gateway to a thrilling world
where the mundane collides with
the supernatural, all powered by
the versatile d20 system. This



D20 Modern Menace Manual

D20 Modern Menace Manual
2

guide delves into the features,
benefits, and practical
applications of this popular
sourcebook, exploring its unique
approach to urban fantasy
gaming and its contributions to
the broader tabletop RPG
landscape. We'll unpack its
mechanics, discuss its strengths
and weaknesses, and provide
insights into how to effectively
utilize its contents. Keywords like
*d20 modern system*,
*supernatural encounters*,
*urban fantasy RPG*, *character
creation d20 modern*, and
*campaign setting* will guide our
exploration.

Introduction:
Navigating the
Urban Supernatural
The D20 Modern Menace Manual
offers game masters (GMs) and
players a comprehensive toolkit
for running thrilling campaigns
set in a modern urban
environment teeming with
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supernatural threats. Unlike
traditional fantasy settings, this
system plunges players into
familiar cityscapes, forcing them
to confront the occult lurking
beneath the surface of everyday
life. The manual provides detailed
rules for handling supernatural
creatures, powers, and
investigations, expanding the
possibilities of the d20 system
beyond its typical fantasy roots.

Features and
Benefits: A
Versatile Toolkit for
Supernatural
Stories
The core strength of the D20
Modern Menace Manual lies in its
adaptability. It seamlessly
integrates with the d20 system,
meaning players familiar with
D&D 3.5e or Pathfinder will find
the transition relatively smooth.
This compatibility is a major
advantage, allowing GMs to
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readily incorporate the manual’s
content into existing campaigns
or start fresh with a fully realized
urban fantasy setting.

Some key features include:

Expanded Character
Options: The manual
introduces new character
classes, feats, and skills
specifically designed for
handling supernatural
threats. Players can choose
to specialize in occult
investigation, magical
combat, or even harnessing
supernatural powers
themselves. This expands
upon the traditional *d20
modern system* character
options significantly.
Detailed Supernatural
Bestiary: A comprehensive
bestiary provides stat
blocks and descriptions for
a wide array of
supernatural creatures,
from classic vampires and
werewolves to more unique
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and creative entities. This
allows for varied and
challenging encounters.
Rules for Investigations
and Mysteries: The
manual includes detailed
rules for conducting
investigations, gathering
clues, and piecing together
the mysteries surrounding
supernatural events. This
shifts the focus beyond
simple combat, adding a
crucial investigative
element to gameplay.
Urban Campaign Setting
Guidelines: While not a
fully fleshed-out setting, the
manual provides ample
guidance for constructing
your own urban fantasy
setting, including
suggestions for locations,
organizations, and recurring
antagonists. This enables
GMs to tailor the campaign
to their specific preferences
and create a unique and
immersive world. Consider
the potential of crafting
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your own *campaign
setting* within a familiar
city framework!

One key benefit is the ability to
easily integrate elements of
horror and mystery into your
games. The *supernatural
encounters* found within can
range from subtle unsettling
occurrences to full-blown,
terrifying confrontations.

Usage and
Gameplay: Bringing
the Menace to Life
Successfully utilizing the D20
Modern Menace Manual requires
a balanced approach. GMs should
strive to create a compelling
narrative that seamlessly blends
the mundane and the
supernatural. This can be
achieved by:

Integrating Supernatural
Elements Gradually:
Don't overwhelm players
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with supernatural threats
immediately. Gradually
introduce elements of the
occult to build suspense
and allow players to adapt
to the new setting.
Utilizing Investigative
Elements: Encourage
player agency by allowing
them to investigate
supernatural occurrences.
This adds an element of
mystery and detective
work, making the campaign
more engaging.
Balancing Action and
Investigation: The game
shouldn't solely focus on
combat. Balance action
sequences with periods of
investigation, research, and
social interaction to provide
a more varied and
satisfying experience. This
will further enhance your
use of the *d20 modern
system*.
Adapting the Rules to
Your Style: While the
manual provides detailed



D20 Modern Menace Manual

D20 Modern Menace Manual
8

rules, feel free to adapt
them to fit your preferred
play style. The key is to
maintain a sense of balance
and consistency.

The manual's versatility allows
GMs to tailor the campaign to
different player preferences and
create unique experiences,
ensuring replayability and a
sense of ongoing discovery within
the *urban fantasy RPG* setting.

Pros and Cons: A
Critical Evaluation
The D20 Modern Menace Manual
offers numerous advantages, but
also has limitations:

Pros:

Adaptable System: Easy
integration with existing
d20 systems.
Detailed Content:
Provides extensive rules
and resources for running
supernatural campaigns.
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Versatile Setting: Allows
for creating diverse urban
fantasy settings.
Engaging Gameplay:
Combines action,
investigation, and mystery.

Cons:

Requires Prior d20
Experience: Players
unfamiliar with the d20
system might find the
learning curve steep.
Reliance on GM
Creativity: While the
manual provides a
framework, it heavily relies
on the GM's ability to
create engaging narratives
and challenging
encounters.
Limited Setting Details:
The lack of a fully-fleshed-
out setting may require
significant GM prep work.

Conclusion:
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Embracing the
Urban Supernatural
The D20 Modern Menace Manual
serves as a valuable resource for
GMs seeking to expand their d20
campaigns into the realm of
urban fantasy. Its flexibility,
detailed rules, and focus on
investigation make it a unique
and engaging addition to any
tabletop RPG collection. By
mastering its features and
embracing creative storytelling,
GMs can craft unforgettable
supernatural adventures within
the familiar backdrop of the
modern city. Successfully
integrating the *character
creation d20 modern* aspects
with the provided supernatural
elements will result in highly
engaging and unique game
experiences.

FAQ
Q1: Is the D20 Modern
Menace Manual compatible
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with other d20 systems?

A1: Yes, the D20 Modern Menace
Manual is designed to be
compatible with other d20
systems like D&D 3.5e and
Pathfinder. Its rules are written to
be easily integrated and adapted
to existing campaigns or used as
a standalone system for new
campaigns. However, some
adjustments may be needed
based on your chosen system's
specific rules.

Q2: What kind of supernatural
creatures are included in the
manual?

A2: The manual includes a wide
variety of supernatural creatures,
from classic monsters like
vampires and werewolves to
more unique and modern
interpretations. Expect to
encounter diverse entities,
requiring varied approaches to
combat and investigation.

Q3: Does the manual provide
pre-written adventures?
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A3: The D20 Modern Menace
Manual doesn't include pre-
written adventures. Instead, it
focuses on providing the tools
and rules necessary for GMs to
create their own adventures
within an urban fantasy setting.
This allows for maximum
customization and tailored
experiences.

Q4: How much GM
preparation is required to use
the manual?

A4: While the manual provides a
strong foundation, a significant
amount of GM preparation is
needed, particularly in crafting
the setting, creating unique
encounters, and developing
compelling storylines. The
success of the campaign heavily
relies on the GM's creativity and
ability to weave together the
mundane and supernatural.

Q5: Is this manual suitable for
beginners to tabletop RPGs?

A5: While the system is based on
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the familiar d20 system, prior
experience with tabletop RPGs
would be beneficial. Beginners
might find the sheer volume of
rules and options overwhelming.
However, with some prior d20
experience, the transition should
be manageable.

Q6: How does the manual
handle character creation?

A6: The *character creation d20
modern* aspect within the
manual provides flexible options
allowing for diverse character
builds. Players can specialize in
various skills related to the
supernatural, creating characters
that are adept at investigation,
combat, or even the manipulation
of supernatural forces.

Q7: Can I use the manual for
one-shot adventures?

A7: Absolutely! The adaptable
nature of the D20 Modern Menace
Manual lends itself well to both
long-term campaigns and one-
shot sessions. You can craft
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focused encounters, tailoring the
challenge and duration of play to
a single session.

Q8: Where can I purchase the
D20 Modern Menace Manual?

A8: The availability of the D20
Modern Menace Manual may
vary. It's advisable to check
online retailers specializing in
tabletop RPG products or consult
your local game store.

Delving into the
Depths of the d20
Modern Menace
Manual: A
Comprehensive
Guide
The d20 Modern Menace Manual
isn't just another addition to your
tabletop gaming arsenal; it's a
gateway to a exciting world of
contemporary espionage, urban
warfare, and paranormal intrigue.
This guide provides game
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masters (GMs) with the tools to
craft gripping campaigns set in a
recognizable, yet twisted version
of our own world. Unlike its
fantasy counterparts, d20 Modern
throws players into the gritty
reality of modern battles, forcing
them to grapple with the
intricacies of political intrigues
and the philosophical ambiguities
of a world teetering on the verge
of chaos.

The manual itself is structured to
be easy-to-navigate, offering a
plethora of information succinctly
presented. It begins with a solid
foundation, detailing the core
mechanics of d20 Modern,
including character creation, skill
systems, and combat resolution.
This ensures that even novices
can quickly grasp the system and
jump into the action. The
innovative skill system, for
instance, allows for a significant
degree of customization, letting
players specialize in fields
ranging from cybersecurity to
self-defense. This adaptability is
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key to the game's immersiveness,
allowing players to embody
characters that feel truly distinct.

The heart of the Menace Manual
lies in its diverse array of pre-
generated adventures and
antagonists. Instead of facing
traditional fantasy creatures,
players confront a range of
modern-day threats. Think
unscrupulous corporate
executives orchestrating global
conspiracies, secretive
government agencies pursuing
unlawful agendas, and even
mighty entities from other
dimensions seeking to penetrate
our reality. These antagonists
aren't just antagonists; they are
complex individuals with their
own justifications, making them
plausible and ultimately, more
terrifying.

One of the most noteworthy
aspects of the d20 Modern
Menace Manual is its emphasis on
story and narrative. The included
adventures are designed to be
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flexible, allowing GMs to tailor
them to their players' decisions
and preferences. This interactive
approach ensures that no two
campaigns are ever exactly alike,
fostering a sense of investigation
and uncertainty. The manual
provides plenty of hooks to help
GMs develop their own storylines,
encouraging creativity and
improvisation.

The Menace Manual's treatment
of modern weapons is also
noteworthy. It provides a detailed
catalog of modern firearms,
explosives, and gadgets, each
with its own distinct set of
statistics and effects. This level of
detail adds a layer of realism to
the game, making combat
encounters more strategic and
engaging. The inclusion of
sophisticated equipment further
enhances the game's engrossing
quality, allowing players to
employ high-tech technology in
their missions.

The manual's exploration of
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urban environments is also a
strong point. It offers advice on
using city maps, navigating
complex urban landscapes, and
exploiting the opportunities and
obstacles presented by these
packed environments. The
detailed descriptions of different
urban locations can be easily
combined with existing city maps,
providing a true-to-life setting for
your games.

In conclusion, the d20 Modern
Menace Manual offers a unique
blend of modern-day intrigue,
tactical combat, and narrative
depth. Its thorough rules system,
diverse array of antagonists, and
flexible adventure framework
make it an indispensable
resource for any GM seeking to
craft a unforgettable and
engaging modern-day campaign.
The level of detail and the
innovative approach taken by the
manual allow GMs to run games
that are both fun and challenging,
pushing players to think
strategically and philosophically.
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Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs):

1. Q: Is the d20 Modern
Menace Manual suitable for
new players?

A: While some familiarity with
tabletop RPGs is helpful, the
manual's clear structure and
detailed explanations make it
accessible to new players. The
core rules are explained
thoroughly, and the adventures
can be adapted to suit different
experience levels.

2. Q: What kind of campaigns
can I run with this manual?

A: The Menace Manual facilitates
a wide range of campaigns, from
gritty urban crime stories and
espionage thrillers to
investigations into the
supernatural and conspiracies
involving powerful organizations.
The possibilities are truly vast.

3. Q: Does the manual require
any other d20 Modern
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supplements?

A: No, the Menace Manual is a
standalone product. However,
combining it with other d20
Modern supplements can expand
the game's possibilities further.

4. Q: How much preparation is
needed to run a campaign
using this manual?

A: The amount of preparation
depends on the GM’s style. The
pre-generated adventures
provide a solid foundation, but
GMs can customize them
extensively or create their own
scenarios.

5. Q: Where can I purchase
the d20 Modern Menace
Manual?

A: The availability depends on
the current market and publisher,
but online retailers specializing in
tabletop RPGs are a good starting
point for locating this often
sought-after manual.
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