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Finding Of The True Cross

Mahibere Kidusan Meskel:
Unveiling the History and
Significance of the True
Cross's Discovery

The discovery of the True Cross, the cross upon which Jesus Christ
was crucified, remains one of Christianity's most significant and
celebrated events. Central to this narrative is the *Mahibere
Kidusan Meskel*, a profound Ethiopian tradition commemorating
the finding of the True Cross by Saint Helena, mother of Emperor
Constantine. This article delves into the historical context
surrounding this momentous occasion, exploring its lasting impact
on Ethiopian Christianity and the enduring spiritual significance of
the *Mahibere Kidusan Meskel* (Meskel celebration). We will
examine the historical accounts, the rich symbolism of the
celebration, the religious practices associated with it, and its
continuing relevance in modern Ethiopia.

The Historical Context of the True
Cross's Discovery

The story of the True Cross's discovery is intricately woven into the
fabric of early Christian history. According to tradition, Empress
Helena, driven by devout faith, embarked on a pilgrimage to
Jerusalem in the 4th century CE. Guided by divine intervention, as
the legends recount, she unearthed three crosses - one believed to
be the cross of Jesus, and the other two belonging to the thieves
crucified alongside him. The true cross was identified through its
miraculous power to heal a gravely ill woman. This miraculous
healing solidified the belief in the authenticity of the discovered
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cross, leading to immense religious fervor and widespread
celebration across the Christian world. The *Mahibere Kidusan
Meskel* commemorates this pivotal event, highlighting its
profound implications for Ethiopian Christianity and its unique
cultural expression.

The historical accounts, while varied, converge on the central
theme of the discovery and its transformative impact. Different
sources, including church documents and hagiographies, offer
nuanced perspectives on the events surrounding the discovery.
However, the core narrative of Empress Helena's pilgrimage and
the subsequent finding of the True Cross remains consistent. This
narrative, passed down through generations, formed the
foundation of the *Mahibere Kidusan Meskel* celebration, shaping
its rituals and symbolism.

The Significance of Mahibere Kidusan
Meskel in Ethiopian Culture

The *Mahibere Kidusan Meskel* (Meskel) is more than just a
religious commemoration; it's a vibrant cultural festival deeply
embedded in the Ethiopian identity. The celebration showcases a
unique blend of religious devotion and traditional practices. The
festival involves the construction of a large bonfire (*Demera*),
symbolizing the bonfire lit by Empress Helena to guide herin
locating the True Cross. The bonfire is a central element of the
*Mahibere Kidusan Meskel*, reflecting the spiritual significance of
light overcoming darkness. This burning of the *Demera* is
followed by joyous processions, singing, and dancing, with
participants dressed in colorful traditional attire.

The festival also serves as a powerful symbol of unity and
community. People from all walks of life gather to participate in the
celebrations, reinforcing a sense of shared identity and religious
devotion. The *Mahibere Kidusan Meskel* provides a platform for
the preservation and transmission of cultural heritage, ensuring
the continuation of traditions passed down through centuries. It's a
powerful illustration of the intertwining of religion and culture in
Ethiopian society.
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Religious Practices and Symbolism
within the Mahibere Kidusan Meskel

The religious practices associated with the *Mahibere Kidusan
Meskel* are rich in symbolism. The *Demera*, for instance,
represents the burning bush of Moses and the divine light guiding
Empress Helena. The burning of the *Demera* signifies the triumph
of good over evil, light over darkness, and faith over doubt. The
fragrant herbs and flowers burned along with the wood symbolize
purity and the holiness of the event.

The chanting of hymns and prayers throughout the celebration
reinforces the spiritual dimension of the *Mahibere Kidusan
Meskel*. These hymns often recount the story of the discovery of
the True Cross, emphasizing its significance in Christian theology.
The entire celebration is a testament to the enduring faith of the
Ethiopian people and their deep reverence for the True Cross. The
symbolic elements, combined with the religious rituals, create a
powerful spiritual experience for participants.

The Enduring Legacy of Mahibere
Kidusan Meskel

The *Mahibere Kidusan Meskel* continues to hold immense cultural
and religious significance in modern Ethiopia. Despite societal
changes and modernization, the celebration remains a cornerstone
of Ethiopian identity. Its enduring popularity reflects the deep-
rooted faith and cultural traditions that shape Ethiopian society.
The festival serves as a potent symbol of national unity and
cultural pride, perpetuating the legacy of Empress Helena and the
discovery of the True Cross. It remains a powerful reminder of the
historical events that shaped Ethiopian Christianity and continues
to inspire generations.

FAQ: Mahibere Kidusan Meskel and the
Finding of the True Cross

Q1: What is the exact date of the Mahibere Kidusan Meskel
celebration?
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Al: The *Mahibere Kidusan Meskel* is celebrated annually on
Meskel (September 17th) according to the Julian calendar, which
corresponds to September 27th or 28th in the Gregorian calendar.
This date commemorates the discovery of the True Cross.

Q2: What is the significance of the Demera bonfire?

A2: The *Demera* is a central symbol of the *Mahibere Kidusan
Meskel*, representing the bonfire Empress Helena lit to guide her
search for the True Cross. It symbolizes the triumph of good over
evil, light over darkness, and the divine guidance leading to the
discovery.

Q3: How is the Mahibere Kidusan Meskel celebrated?

A3: The celebration involves the construction of the *Demera*,
followed by prayers, hymns, and processions. Participants often
dress in colorful traditional attire. The event is marked by joyous
singing, dancing, and a communal spirit.

Q4: What is the connection between the Mahibere Kidusan
Meskel and Ethiopian Christianity?

A4: The *Mahibere Kidusan Meskel* is deeply intertwined with
Ethiopian Christianity. It is a significant religious festival,
commemorating a pivotal event in Christian history, and a powerful
demonstration of Ethiopian Christian faith and devotion.

Q5: Is the Mahibere Kidusan Meskel solely a religious
event?

A5: While deeply rooted in religious beliefs, the *Mahibere Kidusan
Meskel* is also a significant cultural event. It is a celebration of
Ethiopian identity, culture, and history. It's a time for community
gatherings, the expression of shared heritage, and the
reinforcement of cultural traditions.

Q6: How does the Mahibere Kidusan Meskel impact modern
Ethiopian society?

A6: The *Mahibere Kidusan Meskel* serves as a powerful symbol of
national unity and cultural pride in modern Ethiopia. It reinforces
social cohesion and continues to inspire generations,
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demonstrating the enduring legacy of religious and cultural
traditions.

Q7: Are there any specific prayers or hymns associated
with the Mahibere Kidusan Meskel?

A7: Yes, there are many specific hymns and prayers unique to the
*Mahibere Kidusan Meskel* celebration. These hymns often narrate
the story of the discovery of the True Cross and praise God for the
event. Many are sung in Geez, the liturgical language of the
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church.

Q8: How does the Mahibere Kidusan Meskel differ from
other religious festivals in Ethiopia?

A8: While sharing some commonalities with other Ethiopian
religious festivals, the *Mahibere Kidusan Meskel* holds a unique
significance due to its direct connection to the discovery of the
True Cross and its specific symbolic elements, such as the
*Demera* bonfire. It's also less focused on personal piety and more
on communal celebration and remembrance of a pivotal historical
and religious event.

Mahibere Kidusan Meskel: Unearthing
the Legend of the True Cross

The unearthing of the True Cross, a pivotal event in Christian
history, is a story deeply interwoven with conviction and lore.
Mahibere Kidusan Meskel, the commemoration of this discovery , is
more than just a ecclesiastical holiday ; it's a testament to the
enduring power of religious belief and its potential to shape culture
. This article delves into the history of this significant incident,
exploring the nuances of the legend , its effect on Ethiopian
community, and its continuing relevance today.

The traditional account encompassing the discovery of the True
Cross by Empress Helena in the 4th century CE is broadly known.
However, the Ethiopian narrative of this happening, which forms
the basis of Mahibere Kidusan Meskel, differs significantly. In line
with Ethiopian tradition , the unearthing wasn't a single deed but a
chain of happenings spanning centuries. The tale emphasizes the
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part of the rulers of Aksum, a powerful empire in ancient Ethiopia,
in preserving and venerating fragments of the True Cross.

The observance of Mahibere Kidusan Meskel itself is a impressive
display of faith-based zeal . The celebration typically involves a
march featuring elaborate crucifixes , chanting of hymns, and
supplication . The mood is one of happiness , respect , and a deep
sense of togetherness. This annual gathering strengthens societal
links and highlights the significance of collective belief .

Beyond its religious significance , Mahibere Kidusan Meskel plays a
crucial function in upholding Ethiopian heritage identity . The
celebration is a energetic expression of Ethiopian craftsmanship,
music , and choreography . The ornate crucifixes carried in the
course of the procession are often embellished with sophisticated
designs reflecting centuries of Ethiopian artistic tradition . The
chants sung during the celebration recount narratives of the past,
communicating wisdom and morals across eras.

The study of Mahibere Kidusan Meskel offers insightful insights into
the relationship between religion , culture , and legacy. It shows
how spiritual convictions can influence cultural customs and
aesthetic demonstrations. Furthermore, the persistent acceptance
of the observance indicates to the strength of custom in
maintaining a sense of community within a varied society .

In closing, Mahibere Kidusan Meskel is more than just a religious
holiday . It's a living evidence to the influence of tradition , the
abundance of Ethiopian heritage , and the persistent charm of faith
. Its observance continues to unite generations , strengthening
societal bonds , and preserving a unique and precious facet of
Ethiopian character . Understanding this complex custom provides
a distinctive lens into the profound influence of belief on society .

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. What is the significance of Mahibere Kidusan Meskel?
Mahibere Kidusan Meskel commemorates the discovery of the True
Cross, a pivotal event in Christian history. It's a significant religious
and cultural celebration in Ethiopia, reinforcing social bonds and
preserving heritage.
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2. How is Mahibere Kidusan Meskel celebrated? The
celebration involves elaborate processions with ornate crosses,
chanting of hymns, prayer, and festive displays of Ethiopian art,
music, and dance.

3. What is the difference between the Ethiopian and
Western accounts of the discovery of the True Cross? While
both accounts center on the discovery, the Ethiopian tradition
emphasizes a longer and more complex narrative, involving
Aksumite monarchs and a series of events over centuries, rather
than a single discovery.

4. What is the cultural significance of Mahibere Kidusan
Meskel? It's a vibrant expression of Ethiopian art, music, and
dance, and serves as a key means of transmitting cultural values
and knowledge across generations, reinforcing community identity.
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