D H Lawrence In New Mexico The Time Is
Different There

D.H. Lawrence in New Mexico: The Time
Is Different There

D.H. Lawrence's sojourn in New Mexico profoundly impacted his life and work. His
experience wasn't merely a geographical relocation; it was a transformative journey into a
different rhythm of life, a different perception of time, and a renewed connection to the
primal forces of nature. This article delves into Lawrence's time in New Mexico, exploring
the reasons behind his move, the influence of the landscape on his writing, his evolving
relationship with the American Southwest, and the enduring legacy of this pivotal period in
his life. We'll also examine the specific ways in which the *New Mexico landscape* and its
unique cultural context shaped his artistic vision.

The Escape to Taos and the Search for a New
Beginning

Lawrence arrived in New Mexico in 1922, escaping the increasingly stifling climate of post-
war Europe and seeking a healthier environment for his ailing wife, Frieda. He was
searching for more than just physical respite, however; he craved a spiritual renewal, a
connection to a simpler, more elemental way of life. This yearning is palpable in his writings
from this period, where he often contrasts the mechanized, industrialized world of Europe
with the raw, untamed beauty of the American Southwest. The *impact of New Mexico* on
Lawrence was immediate and profound. He found solace in the vastness of the desert, the
power of the sun, and the ancient rhythms of Native American culture. This escape was not
simply a geographical relocation; it represented a deep-seated desire to shed the
constraints of European civilization and reconnect with a more primal, vital existence.

The Landscape as Muse: Shaping Lawrence's Artistic
Vision

The *New Mexico landscape*, with its stark beauty and powerful symbolism, became a
dominant force in Lawrence's artistic vision. The mesas, the canyons, the vibrant colours of
the desert - these elements seeped into his writing, shaping both his prose and his poetry.
His descriptions are not merely scenic; they are infused with a potent sense of energy, a
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palpable feeling of the land's ancient power. Books like *Mornings in Mexico* and *The
Plumed Serpent* vividly illustrate this connection, revealing a landscape that is both awe-
inspiring and deeply symbolic. His experiences directly fueled his exploration of themes like
primal energy, the relationship between humanity and nature, and the search for spiritual
meaning beyond conventional Western thought. The unique quality of the light, the textures
of the earth, and the immense scale of the environment all contributed to a heightened
sense of awareness and creative inspiration, significantly altering his artistic style and
thematic concerns.

Beyond the Landscape: Cultural Encounters and the
Shaping of Identity

Lawrence's interactions with the Native American and Hispanic communities of New
Mexico added another crucial layer to his experience. He encountered different ways of life,
different worldviews, and a different understanding of time itself—the slow, deliberate pace
of life rooted in the land contrasting sharply with the frantic pace of industrial Europe. His
engagement with indigenous cultures is particularly evident in *The Plumed Serpent*, a
novel that explores themes of cultural identity, myth, and the struggle between ancient
traditions and modern forces. His perceptions were not always without bias, reflecting the
limitations of his time and perspective, but his engagement with these diverse cultural
contexts nonetheless enriched his understanding of the world and significantly influenced
his later work. The *cultural influence of New Mexico* is therefore not just a backdrop but
an integral part of the narratives he developed during and after his time there.

The Legacy of Lawrence's New Mexican Experience: A
Lasting Influence

Lawrence's time in New Mexico wasn't simply a chapter in his life; it was a transformative
experience that fundamentally shaped his subsequent writings and profoundly impacted his
artistic legacy. His engagement with the landscape, his interactions with diverse cultures,
and his renewed connection to primal forces all left an indelible mark on his work. Even his
later works, written after he left New Mexico, bear the unmistakable imprint of his
southwestern sojourn. The *legacy of D.H. Lawrence in New Mexico* continues to resonate
with readers and scholars today, serving as a testament to the power of place and the
transformative potential of a life lived in profound connection with the natural world. He
helped shape a different understanding and appreciation for the American Southwest, far
removed from the stereotypes prevalent at that time.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: Why did D.H. Lawrence choose New Mexico?
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Al: Lawrence sought a healthier climate for his wife, Frieda, who was ill. Beyond this, he
desired an escape from the post-war disillusionment of Europe and sought a more primal
connection with nature. He was drawn to the vibrant, untamed landscape and the promise
of a different way of life. He hoped to find inspiration and a renewed sense of purpose far
removed from the industrial world.

Q2: How did the New Mexico landscape influence Lawrence's writing?

A2: The landscape became a central character in his work. The vastness, the colors, the
textures of the desert - these elements found their way into his prose and poetry, shaping
his imagery and symbolism. He saw the landscape as a force of primal energy, a source of
spiritual renewal, and a contrast to the mechanized world he had left behind. This is evident
in his descriptions of the land and its impact on his characters.

Q3: What are some of Lawrence's key works inspired by his New Mexico
experience?

A3: *Mornings in Mexico* offers vivid descriptions of the landscape and the people he
encountered. *The Plumed Serpent* is a powerful novel that directly engages with the
indigenous cultures of the Southwest and explores themes of cultural identity and spiritual
awakening within the New Mexican context. Many of his shorter stories and poems from
this period also reflect his experience.

Q4: Did Lawrence's views of Native American culture align with contemporary
perspectives?

A4: Lawrence's perspective, like many Western writers of his time, reflects both fascination
and a certain degree of colonial-era assumptions about indigenous cultures. While he was
deeply drawn to the ancient traditions and spiritual beliefs he witnessed, his interpretations
were sometimes filtered through a lens shaped by his own cultural background. Modern
readers should approach his portrayals with a critical awareness of these historical
contextual factors.

Q5: What is the lasting legacy of Lawrence's time in New Mexico?

A5: Lawrence's time in New Mexico left a significant mark on his writing and broadened
Western perceptions of the Southwest. His work brought a fresh perspective to the region,
portraying its beauty and its indigenous cultures in a way that influenced later writers and
artists. His legacy continues to inspire new interpretations and discussions about the
relationship between humans and nature, culture and identity, and the enduring power of
place.

Q6: How did his time in New Mexico alter his writing style?

A6: Lawrence's style evolved to reflect the landscape and cultural influences he
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encountered. His descriptions became more vivid and sensual, reflecting the raw power and
beauty of the desert. His thematic concerns shifted to encompass the primal forces of
nature, the ancient traditions of indigenous cultures, and the search for spiritual meaning
in a world increasingly dominated by industrialization.

Q7: Where in New Mexico did D.H. Lawrence primarily live?

A7: Lawrence spent most of his time in Taos, New Mexico, captivated by its unique blend of
cultures and its proximity to the stunning natural landscapes that characterized his writings
from that period. He also spent time in other areas of the Southwest during his stays.

Q8: How can I learn more about D.H. Lawrence's New Mexico experience?

A8: You can start by reading his works written during and after his time in New Mexico,
particularly *Mornings in Mexico* and *The Plumed Serpent*. Scholarly biographies and
critical essays on Lawrence's life and work offer further insight into this transformative
period. Visiting Taos and exploring the landscapes that inspired him provides a powerful
firsthand experience.

D.H. Lawrence in New Mexico: The Time Is Different There

The period D.H. Lawrence lodged in New Mexico marked a profound transformation in his
life and literary output. The arid landscapes, the vibrant First Nations culture, and the
palpable perception of vastness functioned as a powerful catalyst, igniting a new creative
force and forming his subsequent novels in substantial ways. This essay will examine
Lawrence's time in New Mexico, arguing that the experienced difference in "time"
demonstrates a deeper transformation in his creative perspective.

Lawrence's arrival in New Mexico in 1922 followed a stage of continual movement and
personal turmoil. Europe, with its post-war ruin and political unrest, felt stifling. He longed
for a spot of rejuvenation, a space where he could reconnect with a more basic being. New
Mexico, with its severe beauty and timeless societies, offered this possibility.

The "difference in time" isn't merely a time-based observation, but rather a metaphor for a
significant shift in Lawrence's perception of life. In Europe, time was measured by modern
norms; a relentless development towards a future that often felt uncertain. In New Mexico,
however, time seemed to relax, to expand, to reveal at a different pace. The boundless
landscape, the slow cycles of nature, the leisurely existences of the First Nations
communities - these elements all contributed to this modified sensation of time.

This transformation is distinctly displayed in his productions from this era. Books like
*Mornings in Mexico* and *The Plumed Serpent* record the spirit of this different temporal
experience. The tale rhythm commonly slows, allowing the reader to comprehend the
delicacies of the background and the characters' personal realities. The attention changes
from external events to a deeper investigation of the spiritual dynamics at play.
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The effect of New Mexico's heritage is also evident in Lawrence's writings. His captivation
with the Native American sacred practices and their relationship to the earth is explicitly
expressed. He viewed in their heritage a example of being that was more integrated with
the environmental cosmos than he had met in the industrialized civilization.

In conclusion, D.H. Lawrence's period in New Mexico indicates a pivotal point in his literary
growth. The "difference in time" signifies a change in his outlook, a transition from a
modern perception of the world to a more holistic and spiritual perspective. His time in
New Mexico persists to resonate with people today, providing a strong recollection of the
value of linking with nature and adopting a more intuitive method of existing.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

¢ Q: What were some of the key influences of New Mexico on Lawrence's
writing?

e A: The vast landscapes, the Native American culture and spirituality, and the slower
pace of life all profoundly impacted his later works, leading to a shift towards a more
mystical and organic style.

¢ Q: How did Lawrence's time in New Mexico differ from his experiences in
Europe?

¢ A: Europe felt suffocating and marked by post-war turmoil, while New Mexico offered
a sense of renewal and a connection to a more primal reality. The pace of life and the
spiritual atmosphere were markedly different.

¢ Q: What are some examples of Lawrence's works reflecting his New Mexican
experience?

¢ A: *Mornings in Mexico* and *The Plumed Serpent* are prominent examples,
showcasing the slower narrative pace, focus on spiritual dynamics, and incorporation
of Native American cultural elements.

¢ Q: Did Lawrence's stay in New Mexico fully resolve his personal struggles?

e A: While New Mexico offered a period of relative peace and creative rejuvenation, it
didn't entirely erase his personal complexities. His health remained a concern, and
his passionate nature continued to influence his life and work.
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