
1979 Honda Cx500 Custom Service
Manual

1979 Honda CX500 Custom Service
Manual: Your Guide to Maintaining a
Classic
The 1979 Honda CX500 Custom, with its distinctive lines and powerful engine,
remains a popular classic motorcycle. Owning one, however, requires dedication to
maintenance. This is where a comprehensive 1979 Honda CX500 Custom service
manual becomes invaluable. This guide delves into the importance of this manual,
its practical applications, troubleshooting tips, and frequently asked questions to
help you keep your CX500 running smoothly for years to come. We'll also touch upon
related topics like CX500 carburetor rebuild, Honda CX500 parts, and 1979
Honda CX500 electrical system diagrams.

Understanding the Importance of a Service
Manual
A 1979 Honda CX500 Custom service manual isn't just a collection of diagrams
and specifications; it's your bible for maintaining and repairing your motorcycle.
Unlike modern bikes with sophisticated onboard diagnostics, the CX500 requires a
hands-on approach to upkeep. The manual provides the detailed instructions and
technical specifications necessary to perform tasks ranging from routine
maintenance like oil changes and air filter replacements to more complex repairs
involving the engine, transmission, or electrical system. Without it, troubleshooting
even minor issues can become a frustrating, time-consuming, and potentially costly
ordeal.

### Benefits of Owning a Service Manual

Preventative Maintenance: The manual outlines a preventative
maintenance schedule, allowing you to stay ahead of potential problems.
Regular maintenance, as detailed in the manual, significantly extends the
lifespan of your motorcycle.
Accurate Repairs: The service manual provides precise instructions and



1979 Honda Cx500 Custom Service Manual

2

diagrams, ensuring you perform repairs correctly the first time. This avoids
costly mistakes stemming from guesswork.
Cost Savings: By performing routine maintenance and minor repairs yourself,
you'll save substantially on labor costs compared to professional mechanics.
Deeper Understanding: Working through the manual deepens your
understanding of your motorcycle's intricate mechanics, fostering a stronger
connection with your machine.
Troubleshooting Expertise: The manual is equipped with troubleshooting
guides, helping you diagnose and resolve problems efficiently. For example, if
your CX500 carburetor rebuild is unsuccessful, the manual provides
valuable insights to identify the root cause.

Using Your 1979 Honda CX500 Custom Service
Manual Effectively
Successfully using your service manual requires more than just flipping through
pages. Here's a structured approach:

Familiarization: Begin by thoroughly reviewing the table of contents and
index. This helps you quickly locate relevant information when needed.
Step-by-Step Approach: Follow the instructions precisely, paying close
attention to torque specifications and other crucial details. Rushing the process
often leads to errors.
Proper Tools: Ensure you have the correct tools and equipment before
starting any repair or maintenance task. The manual usually specifies the
necessary tools.
Safety First: Always prioritize safety. Wear appropriate protective gear, such
as gloves and eye protection, and work in a well-ventilated area.
Record Keeping: Maintain a logbook documenting all maintenance and
repairs performed, including dates, parts replaced, and any observations. This
proves invaluable for tracking your bike's history.

Troubleshooting Common Issues with the Help of
Your Manual
The 1979 Honda CX500 Custom is a mechanically sound machine, but issues can
arise. Your service manual becomes invaluable in tackling these problems. For
instance, electrical system problems are common in older bikes. Consulting the
1979 Honda CX500 electrical system diagrams within your manual can greatly
simplify diagnosing faults in your lighting system, ignition system, or charging
system. Similarly, if you're struggling with poor engine performance, the manual will
guide you through possible causes, from carburetor issues to ignition problems.
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Remember, a methodical approach using the information in the manual will help you
diagnose the issue effectively and often resolve it yourself.

Sourcing and Maintaining Your Manual
Finding a copy of the original 1979 Honda CX500 Custom service manual can
sometimes prove challenging. Online marketplaces like eBay and specialized
motorcycle parts websites frequently offer them, either as printed copies or digital
downloads. Once obtained, properly storing your manual is essential. Keep it in a
dry, clean place to preserve its condition for as long as you own your motorcycle.
This investment will pay off many times over as you continue to enjoy your classic
Honda. Consider also purchasing a repair manual covering common issues such as
Honda CX500 parts replacement.

Conclusion
The 1979 Honda CX500 Custom service manual is an indispensable resource for
any owner of this iconic motorcycle. It empowers you to perform preventative
maintenance, tackle repairs efficiently, and ultimately prolong the life of your
machine. The cost of the manual is a small investment compared to the potential
savings and satisfaction of maintaining your CX500 yourself.

Frequently Asked Questions
Q1: Where can I find a 1979 Honda CX500 Custom service manual?

A1: You can find digital or physical copies on online marketplaces like eBay, Amazon,
and specialized motorcycle parts websites. Many motorcycle forums also have
resources that may lead you to a copy.

Q2: Is a digital copy as good as a printed one?

A2: Both have their advantages. A digital copy offers convenience for searching and
portability, while a printed copy is easier to use while working on the motorcycle in
the garage and less reliant on technology. The best choice depends on your personal
preference and working style.

Q3: What if I encounter a problem not covered in the manual?

A3: Join online forums and communities dedicated to Honda CX500 motorcycles.
Experienced owners often share their knowledge and troubleshooting tips. You can
also consult with professional mechanics specializing in classic motorcycles.

Q4: How often should I perform routine maintenance as outlined in the
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manual?

A4: The manual will specify the recommended intervals for tasks like oil changes, air
filter replacements, and spark plug checks. Adhering to this schedule is vital for
preventing major mechanical issues.

Q5: Can I use a service manual for a different year model of the CX500?

A5: While there are similarities, there might be significant differences between
different model years. It's best to use a manual specifically for your 1979 Honda
CX500 Custom.

Q6: What are the most common problems I should be aware of with the
1979 CX500?

A6: Common issues include carburetor problems, electrical system glitches
(especially concerning the ignition system), and potential issues with the final drive.
Your service manual will help you diagnose and address these.

Q7: Are there any specific tools I need beyond basic hand tools?

A7: Depending on the task, you might need specialized tools like torque wrenches
(essential for proper tightening), feeler gauges (for valve adjustments), and possibly
specialized tools for carburetor cleaning or adjustment. The manual will usually list
any required specialized tools.

Q8: Is it really worth it to learn to work on my motorcycle myself?

A8: Absolutely! Learning basic maintenance and repair significantly increases your
enjoyment and understanding of your machine. It saves you money in the long run
and gives you a sense of accomplishment. While starting with simple tasks is
recommended, the rewards of mastering these skills are significant.

Decoding the Mysteries: Your Guide to the 1979
Honda CX500 Custom Service Manual
The year 1979 marked a noteworthy point in motorcycle lore. Honda's introduction of
the CX500 custom represented a daring stride into a uncharted realm of motorcycle
engineering. This unique machine, with its crosswise mounted V-twin engine and
shaft drive, swiftly attracted the admiration of riders globally. But owning such a
complex machine demands more than just fuel and a desire for adventure. It
demands understanding, and that's where the 1979 Honda CX500 Custom Service
Manual steps in.
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This essential guide functions as the access to revealing the mysteries of this famous
motorcycle. It's not just a compilation of illustrations and details; it’s a roadmap to
mastery in servicing your machine. This article delves extensively into the worth and
useful implementations of this priceless tool.

Navigating the Manual: Structure and Content

The 1979 Honda CX500 Custom Service Manual is organized in a systematic way,
allowing it relatively easy to access. It usually begins with overall details about the
motorcycle, including its specifications, security precautions, and essential upkeep
steps.

The nucleus of the manual concentrates on detailed directions for performing a wide
range of maintenance tasks. This includes everything from routine inspections (like
examining fluids and modifying wires) to more complicated processes such as
overhauling the carburetors. The manual typically contains accurate illustrations,
schematic views of pieces, and chronological directions to assist you across each
procedure.

Moreover, the manual offers detailed information on torque values for diverse
screws, circuit charts, and problem-solving charts to aid in diagnosing and fixing
likely difficulties.

Beyond the Manual: Practical Application and Tips

While the 1979 Honda CX500 Custom Service Manual is an invaluable asset, its
efficient employment necessitates more than just review. Here are a few key tips to
enhance your use with the manual:

Gather Your Tools: Before you start any project, make sure you have all the
required tools. The manual usually lists the necessary tools, but it's always
wise to double-check.

Work in a Clean, Well-Lit Area: A tidy and well-lit workspace is vital for
exact execution. A messy environment can cause to mistakes and incidents.

Take Your Time: Rushing through the method can cause to blunders. Take
your leisure, adhere the directions diligently, and confirm your work at each
stage.

Consult Multiple Resources: The repair manual is wonderful, but it's not the
only resource accessible. Online forums, dedicated resources, and skilled
technicians can offer useful opinions and support.

Conclusion:
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The 1979 Honda CX500 Custom Service Manual is more than just a document; it's a
key to expertise and a foundation for maintaining one of Honda's most cherished
machines. By diligently studying its details and applying the advice presented above,
you can guarantee that your CX500 functions smoothly and reliably for a long time
to succeed. Owning and maintaining a classic motorcycle like the CX500 is a
gratifying experience, and the service manual is your partner in that undertaking.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1: Where can I find a 1979 Honda CX500 Custom Service Manual?

A1: You can find them digitally through diverse sellers of vehicle components, and
occasionally on auction platforms. Many are also accessible in PDF format.

Q2: Is it necessary to have the manual to work on my CX500?

A2: While not strictly required, it is extremely recommended. The manual provides
critical details on tightening values, electrical schematics, and diagnostic techniques
that are hard to find elsewhere.

Q3: Can I use a service manual from a different year CX500?

A3: While similar in many aspects, there may be subtle variations between diverse
years. Using a manual from a varying year could result to inaccuracies. A manual
from the specific model is always optimal.

Q4: What if I encounter a problem that isn't covered in the manual?

A4: This is when digital forums and networks of CX500 riders become crucial.
Experienced individuals can give help and advice based on their own knowledge.
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