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Department of the Army Field Manual FM 22-5: Drill and Ceremonies
(November 1971) - A Deep Dive

The Department of the Army Field Manual FM 22-5, *Drill and Ceremonies*, published in November 1971, represents a significant piece of military history
and provides a fascinating glimpse into the training and standards of the US Army during that era. This manual, while superseded by later editions, remains
relevant for understanding the historical evolution of military drill and its enduring impact on discipline, teamwork, and unit cohesion. This article will explore
the key features, historical context, and lasting legacy of FM 22-5, focusing on its impact on *military drill*, *ceremonial practices*, and *leadership training*.

Introduction: A Legacy of Precision and Discipline

FM 22-5 wasn't just a collection of marching instructions; it was a foundational text shaping the behavior and appearance of US Army units. Published at the
height of the Vietham War, the manual underscored the importance of maintaining order and discipline, even amidst the chaos of combat. Its detailed
instructions on everything from basic movements like the "attention" position to complex formations and ceremonial routines reflect a dedication to
precision and the symbolic power of military displays. The manual's influence extended far beyond the battlefield, shaping how the Army presented itself to
the public and fostered a sense of pride and unity within its ranks. This manual served as the definitive guide for *military formations* and *ceremonial
procedures* for a generation of soldiers.

Key Features and Content of FM 22-5

FM 22-5 provided comprehensive instruction on a broad range of topics. Its content encompassed:

e Basic Drill: The manual detailed fundamental movements, including marching steps, facing movements, and the various commands used to control a
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formation. This section served as the bedrock for all subsequent training in drill and ceremonies. It emphasized precision, synchronization, and the
importance of individual soldier proficiency.

e Extended Drill: This section moved beyond basic movements to cover more complex formations, including column, line, and echelon formations. This
section required greater coordination and understanding of teamwork, transforming individual skills into cohesive unit performance. Mastering these
formations was crucial for efficient troop movement and ceremonial displays.

e Ceremonial Drill: FM 22-5 provided extensive guidance on ceremonial procedures, including parades, reviews, funerals, and other formal events. It
explained the proper etiquette, protocols, and formations used in various ceremonial situations, emphasizing the importance of representing the Army
with dignity and respect.

e Leadership and Instruction: The manual wasn't simply about executing movements; it also emphasized the importance of leadership in training and
conducting drill and ceremonies. It provided guidance on how to effectively instruct and motivate soldiers, emphasizing clear communication and
positive reinforcement. This aspect highlighted the crucial link between drill and leadership development.

Benefits and Practical Applications of the Manual

While superseded, the principles outlined in FM 22-5 remain relevant. Its benefits extended beyond simply teaching soldiers how to march:

e Discipline and Self-Control: The practice of drill instilled discipline and self-control, essential traits for soldiers in any environment. The focus on
precision and attention to detail translated into improved performance in other aspects of military life.

e Teamwork and Cohesion: Executing complex formations required seamless coordination and cooperation among soldiers, fostering teamwork and
unit cohesion. The shared experience of mastering challenging drills strengthened bonds within units.

e Confidence and Pride: Successfully completing demanding drill routines instilled confidence and pride in soldiers, bolstering morale and unit esprit
de corps. This sense of accomplishment translated into improved performance and resilience.

e Leadership Development: The process of teaching and leading drill provided valuable leadership experience, developing skills in communication,
motivation, and problem-solving. The responsibility of leading a squad or platoon through complex drills developed crucial leadership skills.

The Enduring Legacy and Modern Relevance

Although FM 22-5 is no longer the current standard, its core principles continue to influence modern military drill and ceremonies. The emphasis on
precision, discipline, teamwork, and leadership remains central to military training worldwide. The lessons learned from mastering the techniques detailed in
the 1971 manual continue to shape the character and capabilities of soldiers today. The historical context of FM 22-5 offers a valuable perspective on the
evolution of military training and its enduring importance in shaping military culture. The manual provides insight into the Army's emphasis on maintaining
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high standards, even under pressure. Its legacy can be seen in the continued use of drill and ceremonies as a key component of military training and in the
ongoing emphasis on leadership development.

Conclusion: A Timeless Guide to Military Discipline

FM 22-5, *Drill and Ceremonies*, stands as a testament to the enduring importance of military drill as a training tool and a symbol of discipline and unit
cohesion. While superseded by later manuals, its principles remain relevant, offering valuable lessons in teamwork, leadership, and the development of self-
discipline. Its historical context provides insights into the Army's training philosophy during a significant period in US military history.

FAQ
Q1: Where can | find a copy of FM 22-5?

Al: Finding original copies of FM 22-5 can be challenging. They are often found in military archives, historical societies, or online through specialized military
history websites or forums. However, the core principles outlined in the manual are often incorporated into newer drill and ceremony manuals and training
materials.

Q2: Are the drills in FM 22-5 still used today?

A2: While the specific wording and some details might have changed, many of the basic drill movements and formations from FM 22-5 form the foundation
of modern US Army drill and ceremonies. Modern manuals have updated the terminology and incorporated some changes, but the underlying principles
remain.

Q3: What makes FM 22-5 historically significant?

A3: FM 22-5 provides a snapshot of US Army training standards during the Vietnam War era. It reflects the emphasis placed on discipline, precision, and the
symbolic importance of military displays at a time of significant military engagement.

Q4: How did FM 22-5 influence leadership development?

A4: The manual emphasized the role of leadership in teaching and conducting drill. By instructing and leading soldiers through complex drills, junior leaders
gained valuable experience in communication, motivation, and problem-solving—essential skills for effective leadership.
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Q5: What are the key differences between FM 22-5 and modern drill manuals?

A5: Modern manuals might use slightly different terminology, incorporate updated technology, and reflect changes in military doctrine. However, the
fundamental principles of precision, discipline, teamwork, and leadership remain consistent.

Q6: Is FM 22-5 relevant to civilian organizations?

A6: While specifically designed for military training, the principles of discipline, teamwork, and precision highlighted in FM 22-5 are applicable to many
civilian organizations. The focus on clear communication, effective instruction, and the development of cohesive teams can be beneficial in a variety of
settings.

Q7: Can | learn drill and ceremonies from FM 22-5 without professional instruction?

A7: While the manual provides detailed instructions, learning drill and ceremonies effectively usually requires professional instruction to ensure proper
technique, safety, and synchronization.

Q8: What are the best resources for learning more about military drill and ceremonies today?

A8: Current Army regulations and training materials are the best sources. Many online resources, videos, and even some civilian organizations offer
instruction in basic drill and ceremonies.

Deciphering the Dogface Soldier's Bible: A Deep Dive into FM 22-5 (November 1971)

The Agency of the Army Operational Manual FM 22-5, *Drill and Ceremonies*, released in November 1971, represents more than just a assemblage of
directives for military movements. It acts as a chronological record reflecting the meticulous nature of military order during the Vietnam War period. This
manual, often fondly nicknamed the "Dogface Soldier's Bible," provides a intriguing perspective into the education and criteria of the American fighter at a
pivotal moment in history.

The handbook's chief goal was to regularize the execution of drill and ceremonies across the Military. This involved a comprehensive description of various
deployments, movements (such as parading and pausing), and formal protocols. The focus on exactness was critical, reflecting the value the Forces placed
on discipline, collaboration, and obedience. Each gesture was carefully defined, with illustrations and oral descriptions confirming a homogeneous
understanding between all personnel.
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Beyond the technical components of drill and ceremonies, FM 22-5 also emphasized their importance in developing essential military abilities. Precise
movements fostered order, attention to detail, and rapid reaction skills. The ability to perform complex actions as a group strengthened solidarity and team
spirit. The similarities between accurate drill and the coordinated moves required on the frontlines were directly mentioned in the manual.

The tradition of FM 22-5 reaches beyond its first issuance. While subsequent releases have updated some elements, the fundamental principles remain
relevant in modern military education. The focus on discipline, cooperation, and attention to detail continues to be essential for military effectiveness. Even
in civilian living, the ideals of accuracy and cooperation that FM 22-5 exemplifies remain extremely beneficial.

In summary, FM 22-5, *Drill and Ceremonies*, is more than a plain guide. It's a view into a specific moment in army time, a testament to the value of routine,
and a origin of permanent teachings about collaboration and exactness. Its impact continues to be felt now in various components of military instruction.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Q1: Is FM 22-5 still used today?

Al: While FM 22-5 has been superseded by newer manuals, many of its fundamental principles and techniques are still relevant and incorporated into
contemporary military drill and ceremonies training.

Q2: What are some key skills learned from FM 22-5?

A2: Key skills include exactness in movement, teamwork, concentration to detail, control, and the capacity to perform intricate movements as a unit.

Q3: Where can I find a copy of FM 22-5?

A3: Finding original copies of FM 22-5 can be difficult, but they may be accessible from defense libraries or internet collections specializing in defense time.
Q4: Is the information in FM 22-5 only applicable to the military?

A4: While written for the army, many of the principles of control, cooperation, and exactness are applicable to many elements of civilian living, such as
games, acting arts, and professional settings.
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