Tabers Cyclopedic Medical
Dictionary Indexed 17th Edition Hc
1993
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Comprehensive Review

The 17th edition of Taber's Cyclopedic Medical Dictionary, published in 1993,
represents a significant milestone in medical reference works. This hardcopy
(HC) edition, with its indexed format, provided healthcare professionals and
students with an unparalleled resource for medical terminology, definitions, and
related information. This article delves into the features, usage, and lasting
impact of this influential medical dictionary, considering its historical context
and relevance even in today's digital age. Key aspects we'll explore include its
comprehensive coverage, indexed organization, historical significance,
and its value compared to modern resources.

Introduction: A Giant in Medical Terminology

Before the widespread adoption of digital resources, Taber's Cyclopedic Medical
Dictionary, 17th edition (1993) was a cornerstone in medical education and
practice. Its sheer size - a hefty tome - reflected the vast scope of medical
knowledge it contained. This hardcopy edition, unlike later digital versions,
demanded a dedication to physical lookup and underscored the importance of
precise medical terminology in understanding patient care. The indexed format
was crucial for efficient navigation through its extensive content, allowing users
to quickly locate specific terms and their detailed explanations.

Benefits and Features of the 17th Edition

This 1993 edition offered several key benefits:

e Comprehensive Coverage: Taber's 17th edition boasted a truly extensive
vocabulary encompassing medical terms across various specialties. From
anatomy and physiology to pharmacology and pathology, it covered a
breadth of subjects unmatched by many contemporary dictionaries of its
time.

¢ Clear Definitions: The definitions were known for their clarity and
conciseness, making complex medical concepts understandable even for
those without advanced medical training. Each entry often included
pronunciation guides and etymological information, adding depth and
context.

¢ Indexed Organization: The indexed format was a pivotal feature,
differentiating it from some contemporary medical dictionaries. This
allowed for quick and precise searches, a significant advantage in
situations demanding rapid access to information.

e Illustrations: The inclusion of illustrations further enhanced
understanding, particularly for anatomical and procedural terms. These
visual aids supplemented the textual definitions, providing a more holistic



learning experience.

e Historical Significance: The 1993 edition captures a snapshot of medical
knowledge at a specific point in time. Studying it offers valuable insight
into the evolution of medical terminology and the state of medical
understanding during that era. Comparing it with contemporary versions
highlights advancements in medical science and technology.

Usage and Practical Applications

The 17th edition of Taber's Cyclopedic Medical Dictionary was widely used by:

e Medical Students: It served as an invaluable resource for learning and
mastering medical terminology, supplementing textbooks and lectures.
The comprehensive nature of the dictionary ensured students had access
to a broad range of medical terms.

e Healthcare Professionals: Physicians, nurses, and other healthcare
workers relied on the dictionary for quick and accurate definitions,
ensuring precise communication and informed decision-making. The
indexed format aided in rapid lookups during busy shifts.

¢ Medical Researchers: Researchers utilized Taber's to understand and
accurately document their findings, ensuring precise terminology in their
publications and presentations.

e Medical Translators: The clear definitions and broad coverage aided
translators in accurately conveying medical information between
languages.

Using this dictionary involved a combination of understanding the indexed
system and efficiently locating the needed terms. For example, searching for a
specific anatomical structure required knowledge of anatomical terminology and
the ability to effectively use the index.

Comparison with Modern Resources and
Limitations

While the 1993 edition of Taber's was a groundbreaking resource, modern
digital dictionaries and online resources have surpassed it in several aspects:

¢ Accessibility: Online dictionaries offer immediate access anytime,
anywhere, unlike the physical limitations of a hardcopy book.

¢ Searchability: Sophisticated search algorithms in online dictionaries
enable faster and more flexible searches than the indexed system of the
1993 edition.

¢ Regular Updates: Online dictionaries are constantly updated, reflecting
the dynamic nature of medical knowledge, unlike the static nature of a
print edition.

¢ Multimedia Content: Modern dictionaries incorporate multimedia
features such as images, videos, and audio pronunciations, offering a
richer learning experience.

However, the 1993 edition holds a certain charm for its comprehensive nature
and the tangible experience of using a substantial physical medical reference. Its
limitations lie in its inability to reflect advances in medical terminology and
practice made since 1993.

Conclusion: A Legacy of Precision and
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Knowledge

Taber's Cyclopedic Medical Dictionary, 17th edition (1993), represents a pivotal
moment in the history of medical reference materials. Its comprehensive
coverage, clear definitions, and innovative indexed format made it an
indispensable resource for medical professionals and students for years. While
modern digital resources offer greater accessibility and updated information, the
1993 edition serves as a testament to the enduring need for accurate and
detailed medical dictionaries, a legacy that continues to shape how we access
and understand medical terminology. The impact of this specific edition,
particularly its indexed nature, highlights the constant evolution of information
retrieval in the medical field.

FAQ
Q1: Is the 17th edition of Taber's still useful today?

Al: While significantly outdated in terms of new medical advancements and
terminology, the 17th edition can still offer historical context and a glimpse into
the medical lexicon of the early 1990s. It may be helpful for understanding older
medical literature or historical case studies. However, it should not be relied
upon for current medical information.

Q2: How does the indexed format of the 17th edition compare to modern
search engines?

A2: The indexed format of the 17th edition was revolutionary for its time,
providing a more efficient method of searching than simply browsing a large
dictionary. However, modern search engines are far more sophisticated, offering
far greater flexibility, speed, and relevance in search results.

Q3: Are there any other significant medical dictionaries from the same
era?

A3: Yes, several other comprehensive medical dictionaries existed around 1993.
However, Taber's distinguished itself with its specific indexed organization and
breadth of coverage. Comparing it to competitors of that era would require
examining those dictionaries' structures and content.

Q4: Where can I find a copy of the 17th edition today?

A4: Finding a copy of the 17th edition might be challenging. Used bookstores,
online auction sites, and specialized medical booksellers are the most likely
places to find it. Libraries with extensive medical collections might also possess
a copy.

Q5: What are some key differences between the 17th edition and later
editions of Taber's?

A5: Subsequent editions incorporate significant updates reflecting
advancements in medical science and technology. These later versions often
integrate digital functionalities, multimedia content, and vastly expanded
vocabularies, reflecting the rapid growth of the field.

Q6: What made the indexed organization of the 17th edition so
significant?

AG6: Before readily available computer-based search tools, the indexed format
provided a crucial mechanism for rapid access to specific medical terminology
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within a very large text. This was crucial for time-sensitive medical applications.

Q7: How does the cost of the 17th edition compare to modern medical
dictionaries?

A7: While the original cost of the 17th edition is hard to definitively state, its
current value as a used book would likely be considerably less than the cost of a
modern digital medical dictionary subscription or the price of a current printed
version.

Q8: Can the 17th edition be considered a primary source for medical
information?

A8: No, the 17th edition should not be considered a primary source for current
medical information. Its historical value is as a snapshot of medical knowledge in
1993, not a reliable source for current medical practice. Always refer to current,
peer-reviewed literature and established guidelines for up-to-date medical
information.

Delving into Taber's Cyclopedic Medical
Dictionary, 17th Edition (HC 1993): A
Comprehensive Look

Taber's Cyclopedic Medical Dictionary, indexed 17th edition hardcover from
1993, represents a significant achievement in medical lexicography. This
voluminous volume served as an crucial reference for many years of medical
practitioners, students, and even engaged laypeople seeking to comprehend the
complex vocabulary of the medical field. This article explores the unique
characteristics of this particular edition, its effect on the medical sphere, and its
lasting inheritance.

The sheer magnitude of the 1993 edition is right away clear. Containing
numerous of entries, it provides comprehensive extent of medical terms,
extending from basic anatomy and physiology to specific disciplines like
oncology, cardiology, and neurology. Each entry doesn't just a simple
explanation; it often features etymology, pronunciation guides, and related
terms, creating a rich network of interconnected concepts. This relationship
helps a deeper comprehension of medical information, enabling readers to
investigate relationships between different components of the subject.

One of the very valuable characteristics of Taber's 17th edition is its indexed
nature. The extensive index permits rapid location to specific terms, rendering
the dictionary a truly useful tool for everyday use. The concrete nature of the
hardcover book also offered an plus over its electronic equivalents at the time,
offering a concrete and dependable resource that didn't dependent on energy or
web connectivity.

The 1993 edition also profiteered from the combined knowledge of years of
medical advancement. While medical understanding constantly progresses, the
basic foundations detailed in this edition continue largely pertinent. This shows
the permanent worth of detailed medical lexicography and the importance of
building upon prior understanding.

However, it's crucial to acknowledge the limitations of a 1993 publication.
Medical understanding has moved forward significantly since then, with novel
discoveries, therapies, and techniques appearing constantly. Terms and
explanations that were current in 1993 could be archaic or incomplete by
today's standards. Therefore, this edition should be considered as a past text
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providing useful background, but not as a definitive reference for contemporary
medical information.

In summary, Taber's Cyclopedic Medical Dictionary, 17th edition (HC 1993),
represents a significant milestone in medical lexicography. While its content
may not be entirely up-to-date, its comprehensive range, thorough entries, and
indexed format rendered it an invaluable instrument for its time. Its inheritance
functions as a reminder of the unceasing evolution of medical knowledge and
the value of exact medical terminology.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: Is the 1993 edition of Taber's still useful today? A: While not entirely
up-to-date, it offers historical context and can be helpful for understanding the
evolution of medical terminology. However, it shouldn't be relied upon for
current medical information.

2. Q: Where can I find a copy of this edition? A: Used bookstores, online
marketplaces like eBay or Amazon, and some libraries might still have copies
available.

3. Q: Are there newer editions of Taber's? A: Yes, significantly updated and
expanded editions are available, incorporating the latest medical advances and
terminology.

4. Q: What makes Taber's different from other medical dictionaries? A:
Taber's is known for its comprehensive coverage, detailed entries, and its focus
on etymology, providing a deeper understanding of medical terms beyond simple
definitions.
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